














BEFORE THE WEST VIRGINIA ETHICS COMMISSION

IN RE:

KEN MERRITT COMPLAINT NO. CIC 2008-02

COMMISSION’S ORDER

After considering the foregoing FINDINGS OF FACT, RELEVANT LEGAL
PROVISIONS and CONCILIATION OF VIOLATION, the West Virginia Ethics
Commission finds that the Conciliation Agreement is in the best interest of the State and
the Respondent, as required by West Virginia Code § 6B-2-4(r). In accordance with

West Virginia Code § 6B-2-4(r), the Commission imposes the following sanctions:

(M The West Virginia Ethics Commission hereby Orders that the
former Wood County Sheriff, Ken Merritt, should be and hereby is
publicly reprimanded,

(2) The West Virginia Ethics Commission hereby Orders Respondent
Ken Merritt to pay $3,5000 for his actions, as follows:

a. Reimburse the West Virginia Ethics Commission
$2,000 for the costs incurred to investigate this complaint; and
b. Pay a fine of $1,500 to the West Virginia Ethics
Commission;
c. These monetary sanctions are to be paid as
follows: $500 within thirty days of the entrance of this Order,
and $3,000 in twelve equal monthly installments of $250,

payable to the West Virginia Ethics Commission; and,



(3) If Ken Merritt defaults on any payment ordered herein, he shall be
responsible for all costs of the Ethics Commission’s enforcement of

this Order, including, without limitation, costs and attorney fees.
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Jonathan E. Turak, Acting Chairperson
W. Va. Ethics Commission



